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were 38 last week, and exceeded by 26 the number
in the corresponding week of last year. The 20 fatal cases
of whooping-cough were 4 below the number returned
in each of the preceding three weeks, and included 11 in
Glasgow and 3 in Edinburgh. The 18 deaths from measles
showed a further slight decline from the numbers in recent
weeks; 8 occurred in Glasgow, 5 in Aberdeen, 3 in Leith,
and 2 in Edinburgh. The 12 deaths referred to "fever"
showed a further increase upon recent weekly numbers, and
included 7 in Glasgow and 2 in Dundee. Two of the 4
fatal cases of diphtheria occurred in Greenock. The deaths
referred to the principal diseases of the respiratory organs,
which had been 80 and 56 in the preceding two weeks,
rose again last week to 69, but were 20 below the number
in the corresponding week of last year. The causes of 50,
or 10 per cent., of the deaths registered in the eight towns
during the week were not certified.

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which had been 23-2, 22-8,
and 16-3 per 1000 in the preceding three weeks, rose again
to 22’8 in the week ending July 20th. During the first
three weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in the
city averaged 20’6 per 1000, the mean rate during the same
period being 18’1 in London and 16’6 in Edinburgh. The
154 deaths in Dublin showed an increase of 44 upon the
exceptionally low number in the previous week; they in-
cluded 13 which were referred to diarrhoea, 7 to measles, 4
to whooping-cough, 1 to "fever," and not one either to
small-pox, scarlet fever, or diphtheria. Thus the deaths
from these principal zymotic diseases, which had been 8 and
11 in the previous two weeks, further rose last week to 25 ;
they were equal to au annual rate of 3’7 per 1000, the
rates from the same diseases being 4 ’5 in London and 1 ’8 in
Edinburgh. The deaths attributed to diarrhoea, which had
been 2, 3, and 5 in the preceding three weeks, rose last week
to 13. The fatal cases of measles and of whooping-cough
also showed an increase upon recent weekly numbers, while
those of " fever " had declined. The deaths both of infants
and of elderly persons exceeded the numbers in recent
weeks. Four inquest cases and 5 deaths from violence were
registered; and 58, or more than a third, of the deaths
occurred in public institutions. The causes of 17, or more
than 11 per cent., of the deaths in the city were not certified.

THE SERVICES.

THE London Gazette of the 23rd inst. announces that
the Royal permission has been granted to Surgeon-Major
Nathaniel McCreery, of the Medical Staff, to wear the

insignia of the Order of the Medjidieh (third class) con-
ferred upon him by the Khedive, with the authorisation of
the Sultan, in recognition of his active and distinguished
service before the enemy during the recent operations at
Suakim.
ARMY MEDICAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. - Surgeon

Alfred Edwd. Odling, 1st Volunteer Battalion, the Lincoln-
shire Regiment, to be Surgeon, ranking as Captain (dated
July 24th, 1889).
BENGAL MEDICAL ESTABLISHMENT. - The date of

rank of the undermentioned Officers to be altered from
Dec. 19th, 1888, to Dec. 20th, 1888 :-Deputy Surgeon-
General Archibald Hamilton Hilson, M.D., Brigade Sur-
geon James Cleghorn, M.D. To be Brigade Surgeons:
Surgeon-Major George King (dated April 2nd, 1889); Sur-
geon-Major William Center (dated April 19th, 1889).
INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.&mdash;The Queen has approved of

the retirement of the undermentioned Officers of the Indian
Medical Service:-Deputy Surgeon-General Philip Warren
Sutherland, Bengal Medical Establishment (dated Dec. 20th,
1888); Deputy Surgeon-General Alex. John Cowie, Bengal
Medical Establishment (dated April 19th, 1889); Surgeon-
Major Edwd. Colson, Bombay Medical Establishment (dated
June 24th, 1889). The Queen has also approved that the
retirement of Brigade Surgeon Henry Vandyke Carter, M.D.,
Bombay Medical Establishment, be antedated to July 13th,
1888.
ADMIRALTY.-In accordance with the provisions of Her

Majesty’s Orders in Council of Feb. 22nd, 1870, and Dec. 30th,
1884, Staff Surgeon James D’Arcy Harvey has been pro-

moted to the rank of Fleet Surgeon in Her Majesty’s Fleet
dated July 16th, 1889).
VOLUNTEER CORPS.&mdash;Artillery: 1st Volunteer (Norfolk)

Brigade, Eastern Division, Royal Artillery: Robt. Wrigley,
Gent., to be Acting Surgeon (dated July 20th, 1889).&mdash;Rifle:
2nd Volunteer Battalion, the Royal Welsh Fusiliers: Wm.
Jones Morris, Gent., to be Acting Surgeon (dated July 20th,
1889).&mdash;3rd (Morayshire) Volunteer Battalion, Seaforth High.
landers (Ross-shire Buffs, the Duke of Albany’s): Acting Sur-
geon G. H. Mackay, M.B., to be Surgeon (dated July 20th,.
1889).-19th Middlesex (St. Giles’ and St. George’s, Blooms-
bury) : Acting Surgeon IV. Gill resigns his appointment; also.
is permitted to retain his rank and to continue to wear the.
uniform of the Corps on his retirement (dated July 20th,,
1889).&mdash;1st Tower Hamlets (the Tower Hamlets Rifle Volun-
teer Brigade): Acting Surgeon W. D. Waterhouse to be-
Surgeon (dated July 20th, 1889).
VOLUNTEER MEDICAL STAFF.-The Maidstone Division:

Surgeon H. Bennett resigns his commission (dated July 20th,
1889). 
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Correspondence.

VOTING PAPERS AT THE COLLEGE
ELECTIONS

" Audi alteram partem."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRs,&mdash;In connexion with Mr. Lawson Tait’s very reason-

able proposal that at the election of councillors of the RoyalB
College of Surgeons of England a voting paper should be
sent unasked to every Fellow with the list of candidates, it
may be of interest to record the following circumstances.
On the 6th inst. I addressed a letter to the Council sug-
gesting that this should be done both for the convenience of
the Fellows and the saving of expenditure; and further that
the voting papers should be returnable up to ten o’clock on
the day of election, as there did not appear to be any real
necessity for the deduction of forty-eight hours from the
Fellows who might wish to record their votes through the
post. Although the fact is not ascertainable from the pub-.
lished minutes, my letter was submitted to the Council, and
Mr. Trimmer was desired to acquaint me " that the points-
which I raised were fully considered by the Council when
application was made for the Bye-laws by which the present
mode of election is governed." The restrictions imposed by
these Bye-laws are peculiar to the College. In the election
of the representatives of the profession in the General
Medical Council voting papers are sent as a matter of
course to every registered practitioner ; and at the sister-
College in Dublin voting papers are sent unasked to every
Fellow whose address is known.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
July 22nd, 1889. WALTER RIVINGTON.WALTER RIVINGTON.

MEDICAL DEFENCE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Actions against medical men show a disposition,
just now to become epidemic. The medical press reports
several cases, criminal or civil, in which practitioners play
the chief parts. In East Anglia a case has just been decided,
against a surgeon. Damages were assessed at &pound;250, with
costs, which will amount to another &pound;250 or thereabout..
The object we have in addressing you is once more to point.
out that, from our standpoint at any rate, repeated appeals
to the charity of their professional brethren to reimburse-
medical men for legal costs is as anachronous as would be
an appeal for assistance by a man who had omitted to insure
his house against fire, and which had been burnt down.
The Medical Defence Union is an institution managed on
insurance principles by medical men for medical men. Its
executive is subject to annual election. Its officers are
honorary. It has a membership of over 500, which is daily
increasing ; an annual income of &pound;250; a good balance in
bank ; and a guarantee fund of &pound;662, which has never been;.
touched and is not likely to be. Apart from the financial
soundness of the Medical Defence Union, the moral support
which it gives to assailed medical men is enormous ; and
its machinery can be put into motion at any moment by the-
Emergency Committee. It is needless to say its policy


